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INDONESIAN UPHEAVAL, 
by John Hughes. 
David McKay Co. Inc., N.Y. 
304 pp, $5.95.
T H E  INSIDE LEAF of the dustjacket 
states, among o ther things, th a t . . . 
“he (John Hughes) has been careful 
to share with the  reader th e  sifting 
of fact and rum or. .
It is a puzzling admission to make. 
t) id  the au thor re ta in  the “ru m o r” 
and create “fact” from it? How m uch 
of his book is actual fact, no t po li­
tical bias?
Today, some three  years since the 
s ta rt of a political action th a t un leash­
ed one of the  most sickening m as­
sacres in  m odern history, m ost people 
still do not know — how  d id  i t  start? 
— why the butchery? — w h a t’s the  
afterm ath? So m any governm ents, in ­
c luding the Australian, have calmly 
ignored the whole process by claim ­
ing only Com munists were killed and 
th a t’s O.K.
Indonesian Upheaval continues 
th a t k ind of ideological and  po li­
tical outlook. T h e  au th o r does three 
things. He condemns wholesale the 
Sukarno regime, doesn’t eulogise bu t 
certainly justifies the  massacre of a t 
least one m illion m en, wom en and 
children, and presents the  Suharto 
clique like Caesar’s wife, th a t is, above 
suspicion of anything b u t the  highest 
political, m oral and national ideals.
T o  what extent this outlook gets 
th rough  depends upon the  reader’s 
outlook and knowledge of Indonesian 
affairs.
T lie  au tho r qu ite  sm oothly p ro ­
claims as fact some of th e  m ost vital 
questions about the whole events of 
1965.
“ Privately, the  Com munists began 
to  spread the  word th a t a 'Council of 
Generals’ was p lo tting  against the 
President. A idit (Com m unist Party 
Gen. Sec.) reported  this to Sukarno. 
Sukarno challenged arm y comm ander 
Yani. B ut Yani explained calmly that 
it was a group concerned only with 
prom otions of colonels to the  ranks 
of generals” (p .15).
It was, you see, only a Com munist 
rum or about a generals’ p lo t which 
was disposed of when one general 
denied it. B ut subsequent events 
surely indicate th a t the  top m ilitary 
brass were no t only contem plating  a 
power seizure, b u t have done so fa ir­
ly efficiently, testifying to  careful and 
long preparation .
“T here  is no  question, of course”, 
Mr. Hughes blandly  says, " th a t the 
Indonesian Com m unist Party  was up  
to its neck in  the coup a ttem p t” 
(P 114).
Was the PKI “up  to its neck” o r did 
some Com m unist leaders react (yes 
even wrongly or unwisely) to a cer­
tain  situation? T h is is, indeed, a big 
question w ith growing evidence p o in t­
ing to the  fact th a t the  Indonesian 
Com munists as a whole, as a Party, 
d id  not know of o r become involved 
in the events — except ultim ately, as 
victims.
C hapter 22, entitled , perhaps hope­
fully, "R e tu rn  to R espectability”, is 
the one m ore directly  linked to present 
day happenings. T h is deals w ith the 
prospects for the  Suharto m ilitary  re ­
gime, and thus can be judged  already 
on known perform ance.
Beginning on M arch 11, 1966, the 
already “sifted” Suharto opponents, 
People's Congress, banned  the PKI, 
installed Suharto as acting (and ac­
tual) President, gave h im  sweeping 
emergency powers (far greater than
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Sukarno ever had) and set the date 
for elections for Ju ly  5, 1968. Ju ly  
has come and gone and the  election 
date is now set for three years hence.
Ex-President Sukarno's “guided de­
m ocracy'’ is heavily criticised and, tru th  
to say, it wasn’t so good, b u t w hat 
should be said of Suharto’s “new ” 
parliam entary democracy? In  p rep ara ­
tion for the 1968 Congress m eeting 
Suharto appointed  (Feb. 1968) 104 new 
M P’s, bringing his direct ap p o in t­
ments to an estim ated m inim um  of 
65% of all deputies. Even so, when 
Congress m et in March, some 30 b a t­
talions provided “security” so th a t in 
M ajor General M achm ud’s words the 
Congress should be “protected from 
any pressure and in tim idation”. (Syd­
ney M orning H erald  20/3/68.)
Jo h n  Hughes speaks w ith feeling 
of the  huge cost of Malaysian con­
frontation to Indonesian living stand­
ards. One m ust agree w ith this. But 
in two years or so since the ending 
of confrontation, the  arm y has no t 
been reduced, b u t on  the contrary is 
now established as the  key personnel 
in the civil service. Suharto has stated 
the aim  of treb ling  the arm ed forces 
by the end of the  present decade.
John Hughes blam es present weak­
nesses on the legacy of the Sukarno 
regime and  on the  Com munists as the 
real villains in  th a t period. In  doing 
so he ignores achievements of the p e r­
iod. Since 1945, un d er extrem ely diffi­
cult circumstances, including contin ­
ual im perialist in trigue and subver­
sion, plus sabotage from hom e grown 
feudal and  bud d in g  capitalist ele­
ments, a hom e and overseas shipping 
line was created (Australians please 
note), a civilian airline established, a 
successful crash program  was u n d e r­
taken to overcome illiteracy, an  ele­
m entary country-wide medical service 
was developed, new  industries were 
created, foreign enterprises were n a ­
tionalised and there was some devel­
opm ent of democracy, form erly u n ­
known. T ru e  the  economy was no t 
strong, and over m ilitarisation  took 
its toll.
B ut now w hat is the  situation  in 
the  “New O rder of the  ’65 G enera­
tion?” Stronger? Be your own judge. 
E ducation has broken down, parents 
now pay teachers bribes to  get their 
ch ildren  accepted in to  schools, illit­
eracy is on the increase; foreign loans 
and investm ents are seen as the  sol­
vent of the country’s economic p ro b ­
lems; medical services have all bu t 
ground  to a halt; graft and co rru p ­
tion  have become a way of life in  the 
face of declining wages due to gallop­
ing inflation. (In the last year prices 
have increased on norm ally used goods 
10-20 times.) Discontent is m ounting  
while continual m ilitary  forays against 
“Com m unists” (i.e. Suharto oppon­
ents) are increasing. Foreign invest­
ors are given practically unlim ited  
concessions.
T h e  wealth of Indonesia is about 
to  be p lundered  by Belgian, British, 
Japanese, Germ an, A ustralian and 
US monopolies.
Jo h n  Hughes goes to great lengths 
to indicate th a t the hands of the  USA 
A dm inistration rem ained p u re  and 
unsullied  th roughout the critical 
1965-66 period. N o serious studen t of 
in te rnational politics could be so 
naive as to accept this for three  good 
reasons:
1 T h e  record of US policy in  re la ­
tion to the liberation  m ovement, 
particularly  in Asia.
2 T h e  continual exposure of CIA 
(USA C entral Intelliegnce Agen­
cy) activity th roughou t the 
world in  Guatem ala, Cuba, the 
US Labor m ovem ent r ig h t through 
to A ustralian literary  fields.
3 T h e  particu lar record of the  CIA 
in Indonesia, financing rightw ing 
groups, revolts, etc.
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If my review appears too critical 
it is because the  “New O rd er”, m uch 
vaunted by the au th o r as a welcome 
break from the past, has some 100,000 
people ro ttin g  in  concentration camps, 
untried, unfed  and largely uncared 
for. M ilitary courts p lus heavily cen­
sored news m edia, “ try ” patrio tic  lead­
ers. R unn ing  ou t of sufficient “reds” 
a t times, fresh “enem ies” are created. 
T h e  Chinese have become “foreign 
subversives” . Now the  m inority 
Christian Churches are uneasy over 
deteriorating  relationships w ith fan a t­
ical “holy w ar” Moslem groups, p ro ­
tected by the “ New O rder”.
Against this background A ustralian 
businessmen and conservative p o liti­
cians scurry to D jakarta, while “New 
O rder” apologists come to Canberra, 
cap in hand , proclaim ing uncondi­
tional fidelity to private  investment.
I see Indonesian Upheaval as pa rt 
of the prom otion for the  acceptance of 
this Indonesia, bu t no t for an  In d o ­
nesia of enlightened developm ent 
based on wide democracy and eco­
nomic independence.
M. B u r n h a m
SOCIAL ORIGINS OF 
DICTATORSHIP AND  
DEMOCRACY 
by J. Barrington Moore Jr., 
Allen Lane, The Penguin 
Press 1967, 559 pp, $10.50.
BY ANY STANDARDS this is a m ajor 
work which m any critics consider may 
indeed be a great one. Certainly B ar­
rington Moore has set him self a huge 
canvas — th a t of studying the  changes, 
and their causes, from  feudal-agra- 
rian society to m odern industria l soci­
ety in most of the m ajor countries of 
the  world and the connection of all 
this with democracy.
He attem pts the task of outlin ing 
“ the j 'lle  of the  landed upper classes
and the peasants in  the bourgeois revo­
lutions leading to capitalist democracy, 
the abortive bourgeois revolutions lead­
ing to fascism, and the  peasant revolu­
tions leading to com m unism ”. His 
work may well become an im portan t 
part of fu ture  study on these vital 
problems.
B arrington M oore’s theory seems to 
p ropound th e  view th a t where bourge­
ois revolutions occurred as in England, 
France, etc., peaceful dem ocratisation 
and m odernisation followed in  those 
countries; th a t where bourgeois revo­
lutions failed or were only partially  
enacted as in  Germ any, Japan, C hina 
and Russia the  fu tu re  resulted in either 
fascist dictatorship  or in Com munist- 
led “peasant revolutions”. His conten­
tions are “proved” in long, and often 
original chapters w hich all students of 
revolutionary change should study. His 
m aterial is vivid and instructive. It is 
also extremely dubious in  m any areas 
and in m any of its im plications.
Perhaps the  m ain area of doubt arises 
from the classification of the socialist 
revolutions as “peasant revolutions" 
and the idea that in countries where 
huge peasant masses exist the  road  to 
m odernisation is blocked by the re ­
actionary and conservative n a tu re  of 
the peasantry who lend themselves to 
fascist or com m unist m anipulation  
from "above”.
H istorically the  conservatism of the 
peasantry, economically and culturally, 
is undoubted . However the political 
developm ents in the  m odern world 
see masses of peasants participa ting  in 
trem endous social movements for p ro ­
gress, independence from imperialism , 
and for the ending of despotic social 
form ations and for m odernisation.
It woidd be h a rd  in the political 
sense a t least, to define the  role of the 
Vietnamese peasants as being conserva­
tive and reactionary. T h e  w orld’s rad i­
cals, including most of the foremost 
minds of m odern society, have bestir-
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red themselves in  support of the V iet­
namese cause. In  m any countries, 
movements involving huge masses of 
peasants are in  existence under the 
guidance of socialist and m arxist theo­
ries and have the  goal of establishing 
newer and h igher forms of society. 
Since the  Russian Revolution most re ­
actionary movem ents involving huge 
masses of peasants have had this in ­
fluence and this aim.
B arrington Moore states th a t “by 
themselves the  peasants have never 
been able to accomplish a revolution”, 
th a t “ the  peasants have to have leaders 
from o ther classes” and th a t “for them  
to succeed requires a  somewhat u n ­
usual com bination of circumstances 
th a t has occurred only in  m odern 
tim es”. Almost all peasant revolts now­
adays are linked w ith m arxism  and 
the working class and socialist m ove­
ments and in th a t sense surely cannot 
be simply classified as “peasant revolu­
tions” no tw ithstanding their superiori­
ty as to num bers of participants.
Of course B arrington Moore consi­
ders socialist countries as being to ta li­
tarian . H e describes the  peasants as 
being “ the p rincipal victims of m od­
ernisation p u t th rough  by Com munist 
governm ents”. However despite the 
frequent m istakes of socialist regimes, 
past and present, it boggles the im agi­
nation  to  th in k  of Chinese, N orth  
Korean or N orth  Vietnamese peasants 
as being “victims” of their present 
governments; for they no longer starve 
(except via the  terroristic actions of 
the Americans), they have land, educa­
tion, social services, vastly increased 
democracy (howe'ver im perfect by m od­
ern  standards) and seemingly a fu ture  
of m odern developm ent opening up 
before them .
T h e  lessons of contem porary history 
seem to show th a t only on the basis 
of m arxist ideology and  organisation 
can social movem ents achieve lasting 
successes against m odern imperialism  
and in the  struggle for the  develop­
m ent of a newer and m ore democratic 
society.
T h e  question of violence receives 
m uch a tten tion  by the  author. In  an 
in teresting  chapter on the English “en ­
closures" which brought about the 
destruction  of the English peasants 
“ the massive violence exercised by the 
u p p er classes against the  lower” is 
vividly revealed. T h e  violence perpe­
tuated  in  o ther countries is sim ilarly 
exam ined, and the  conclusions reached 
as follows:
“For a W estern scholar to say a 
good word on behalf of revolutionary 
radicalism  is not easy because it runs 
counter to deeply grooved m ental re ­
flexes. T h e  assum ption th a t gradual 
and piecem eal reform  has dem onstra t­
ed its superiority  over violent revolu­
tion as a way to advance hum an free­
dom is so pervasive th a t even to 
question  such an assum ption seems 
strange. In  closing this book I should 
like to draw  atten tion  for the  last 
tim e to w hat the evidence from  the 
com parative history of m odernisation 
m ay tell us about this issue. As I 
have re luctan tly  come to read this 
evidence, the  costs of m odernisation 
have been a t least as atrocious as those 
of revolution, perhaps a great deal 
m ore".
“ As long as powerful vested interests 
oppose changes th a t lead tow ard a 
less oppressive world, no com m itm ent 
to a free society can dispense w ith 
some conception of revolutionary co­
ercion. T h a t, however, is an  u ltim ate  
necessity, a  last resort in  political ac­
tion, whose ra tional justification in 
tim e and place varies too m uch for 
any a ttem p t at consideration here. 
W hether the ancient W estern dream  
of a free and  ra tional society will a l­
ways rem ain  a  chim era, no one can 
know for sure. B u t if the m en of the 
fu tu re  are ever to break the  chains 
of the  present, they will have to u n d e r­
stand the  forces th a t forged them .”
J o h n  Se n d y
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LENIN, KRUPSKAIA AND  
LIBRARIES. Edit. S. Simsova, 
F /a  F. W. Cheshire, 73 pp, 
$2.75.
LEN IN ’S W R ITIN G S on libraries and 
librarianship, and the  legislation which 
he  in troduced after the  R evolution, 
possess a classic status in  the  history 
of Soviet bibliography. H is articles, 
letters, reviews and decrees on  the  sub­
ject in  the period 1905-1923 were first 
edited by his wife, N adezhda Krups- 
kaia (herself an educationist of stand­
ing), and published in  1929 un d er the 
title  W hat Lenin  W rote and Said 
A bou t Libraries', enlarged editions a p ­
peared in 1932, 1934, 1939 and 1955. 
T h e  volume under review contains 
the  first English transla tion  of the  m ain 
items in W hat Lenin  W rote and Said 
A bout Libraries, together w ith  Krups- 
kaia’s Foreword to th e  first edition  
and a condensed version of a speech 
which she made to a conference on 
library  science and bibliography in 
1936; the  th ird  section offers some 
‘Reminiscences about K rupskaia and 
Lenin’ by, among others, th e  noted 
Soviet bibliographer, Nicholas R uba- 
kin, and Lenin’s chief executive in  lib ­
rary  m atters, Lunacharskii.
Lenin , Krupskaia and Libraries is 
the  first volume in  a series, W orld  
Classics of L ibrarianship, a  project 
for the  publication  of in te rnational 
studies in  com parative lib rariansh ip , 
designed ‘to provide historical source 
m aterial for student lib rarians, as well 
as interesting glimpses for practising 
librarians of the origins of their p ro ­
fession in  o ther countries and  ages’. 
U nfortunately the  book loses some 
of its value as a source book because 
of its incompleteness. A list of thirty- 
six un transla ted  item s from  Krup- 
skaia’s edition is given, and of course 
it is impossible to know w hether they 
are all as ‘m inor’ as is claim ed in 
th e  B ibliographical G uide a t the  end 
of the  book. T h e  form at could also 
have been m uch clearer; the  incorpora­
tion  of some of the  m ore im portan t 
inform ation in  th e  B ibliographical 
G uide in to  a  general preface ex­
plain ing the book’s procedure would 
have facilitated reading.
Inevitably the m ain  interest of the 
book is centred ro u n d  Lenin  himself, 
and inevitably also one’s reactions to 
the  articles and decrees are coloured 
and confused by subsequent history: 
the  extraordinary  growth of an effi­
cient netw ork of public  and  specialist 
libraries as p a r t of an educational 
process which overcame th e  pre-revo­
lutionary heritage of ignorance and 
illiteracy; and, on the  o th er hand , in 
the  Stalinist era, the  use of the  cen­
tralised library  adm inistration  as a 
means of exercising effective censor­
ship and political control of library 
procedures. In  m any libraries, for 
exam ple, the pub lic  ‘systematic’ cata­
logue based on subject-m atter (i.e. 
‘to reflect in th e  organisation of p u b ­
lished m aterials the concept of d ia ­
lectical m aterialism ’) was separated 
from the ‘official’ alphabetical au thor 
catalogue which was no t available to 
the  general public , and extensive use 
was m ade of th e  ‘spetsfond’, the  spe­
cial collections of ‘undesirable’ books 
no t available for general reading: 
‘obsolete’ books, pornography, foreign 
works inim ical to  the  Soviet Union, 
and the works of ‘enemies of the 
people'. And in  L enin’s w riting  the 
same am biguity persists: genuine in ­
sights into the ideological and  m arket 
pressures on w riters in  capitalist coun­
tries (‘It is impossible to live in 
society and be free from society’) and 
insistence on the  need to define and 
confront the  governing ideologies of 
‘a deceptively free lite ra tu re ’—in  an 
article which also speaks of the  de­
sirability of lite ra tu re  becom ing ‘the 
gear wheel and screw of the  great 
social dem ocratic m echanism ’. W hat 
emerges, ap art from the recognition 
th a t library organisation is, a t base, 
th e  expression of ideology, is the 
enorm ous enthusiasm  and  practicality
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of L en in ’s approach, born, no doubt, 
of his own experience in the B ritish 
M useum, the B ibliotheque Nationale 
and the  lib rary  of the  Societe de Lec­
tu re  in Geneva; the  procedures which 
he  in stitu ted  produced no t only the 
specialist libraries b u t a vast network 
of village libraries serving the  whole 
com m unity.
J .  L . St u r m
THE WOBBLIES, by Patrick 
Renshaw. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, 312 pp, $6.65.
PA TR IC K  RENSHAW  has w ritten  an 
exceedingly interesting book on the 
Industrial W orkers of the  W orld. T his 
m ovem ent, affectionately known as the 
“W obblies” had  an  effective life span 
of less th an  twenty years after its 
form ation in  1905; yet its influence 
was immense. T h e  au tho r confines his 
study to  a detailed  analysis of the  U n­
ited States m ovem ent. However, the 
in te rnational aspects of “W obbly” ac­
tivity are m entioned, usually w ith a 
concise appraisal of the m ain ideologi­
cal th read  beh ind  each national organ­
isation. I t  is interesting to contrast 
the  A ustralian I.W .W . w ith its Am eri­
can counterpart. M r. Renshaw sug­
gests th a t in  1905 b o th  the A ustra­
lian and the  Am erican working class 
were faced w ith the  reality  of the 
wage system. T his era saw the end of 
the  frontier days.
In the  U nited  States, in  the  early 
years of th is century, conditions for 
the  unskilled workers (and especially 
the  large force of itin e ran t unskilled 
workers) were intolerable. Lum ber 
Workers, for exam ple, were forced to 
sleep on bunks w ithout mattresses, were 
given appalling  food and p a id  sub­
sistence wages. Only five per cent of 
th e  working class were unionised and 
em braced by the Am erican Federation 
of Labour; and  the  vast m ajority  of 
these trade  unionists were semi-skilled 
workers and craftsm en. Some attem pts
were m ade to organise workers in a 
few industries on an industria l basis, 
bu t, by 1905 95 per cent of the  Am eri­
can working class were w ithout organ­
ised protection.
I t  was w ith in  this context th a t the 
In dustria l W orkers of the W orld were 
form ed. T h e ir  aim , as set o u t in  their 
Pream ble, was revolution; to be achiev­
ed by organising workers on an indus­
tria l as opposed to a craft basis. U nder 
th is system “an in jury  to one becomes 
an in ju ry  to a ll”. T h e  I.W .W . vetoed 
th e  “conservative” m otto a fair day’s 
pay for a fair day’s work and replaced 
it  w ith a call for “abolition of the 
wage system”. W ith  these aims, they 
set ou t to encompass all the  working 
class, b u t especially those w ithout p re ­
vious experience of trade un ion organ­
isation. M any of the unskilled were 
im m igrants, whose language difficulties 
and  ignorance of local conditions en ­
abled  employers to use them  as strike­
breakers, or at least to pay them  at 
sw eated-labour rates.
A part from U nion activity, the 
I.W .W . became involved in free speech 
fights rem iniscent of today’s civil rights 
dem onstrations. T h e  “free speech” 
fights centred around  the rig h t of the 
W obblies to recru it m em bers a t open- 
a ir street meetings. At Fresno in 1910, 
when the  police began to arrest I.W .W . 
m em bers and charge them  w ith vagran­
cy, W obblies came from hundreds of 
miles to pack the jails to over-flowing. 
T h e  city officials were forced to  repeal 
th e ir legislation forbidding street m eet­
ings.
A fascinating aspect of the  I.W.W. 
cam paigns was their use of songs. 
R alph  C haplin , Joe H ill and 
m any others composed lyrics to well 
known tunes. “Solidarity for Ever” 
and  “ H alleluyah, I ’m a Bum ” are just 
two exam ples of the m any which com­
prised the  “L ittle  R ed Song Book”. 
T h e  I.W .W . used their songs to spread 
the  message of their m ovem ent across
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the countryside. Known as the  move­
m ent “w ith a sense of h u m o u r” the  
Wobblies made m any friends among 
workers, bu t roused intense h a tred  
among their class enemies. T h e  initials 
I.W.W. were variously in te rp reted  by 
their opponents as “I W on’t  W ork”, “ I 
W ant W hiskey”, and, du ring  the  first 
world war as “Im perial W ilhelm ’s W ar­
riors” .
M any legendary characters appear in  
this book. M argaret Sanger, H elen  Kel­
ler and Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, each 
supported the W obblies in  th e ir  own 
way. Elizabeth Gurley F lynn was the 
most active w ith in  the  I.W .W ., bu t 
then  the others were no t s itting  at 
home in the sink. Daniel DeLeon, a 
M arxist founder of the I.W .W ., was 
highly praised by Lenin. DeLeon was 
known as the Pope, because he though t 
he was infallible in  in te rp re tin g  social­
ist writings. Wesley Everest, a  war 
veteran and a leading m em ber of the  
I.W.W. was lynched in  his arm y u n i­
form by a mob on Arm istice Day, 1919. 
Finally, Big Bill Haywood, the  m iners’ 
leader, who spoke for three  days d u r­
ing the trial of 165 I.W .W . m em bers 
in 1917. Among Haywood’s statem ents 
to the court were these somewhat 
fam iliar words, “I have a dream , th a t 
there will be a new society som etim e 
in which there will be no b a ttle  be ­
tween capitalist and  wage earner, bu t 
every m an will have free access to the 
land and its resources”. B ill Haywood’s 
dream  in 1917 was shared by M artin  
Luther King in 1963, bu t the  Reverend 
King's dream  envisaged the  end of the 
battle  between black and white.
Patrick Renshaw has m ade a notable 
con tribu tion  to the  lite ra tu re  on  the 
Industrial W orkers of the  W orld. In ­
ternal dissension wracked the  m ove­
m ent from its inception, b u t this is 
an occupational hazard of any organis­
ation aim ing and working for change. 
T h e  factions involved, despite their 
ra th e r confusing m ixtures, a re  care­
fully sifted and clarified by the  au thor.
T h e  m ain A ustralian heritage of the 
I.W .W . has been the organisation of 
the  Australian Council of T rad e  U n­
ions w ith its aim  of industria l u n io n ­
ism.
T h e  W obblies enables readers of 
some forty years later to understand  
how the I.W.W. came about; and why 
it died.
Sh ir l e y  W a k e m a n
POWER WITHOUT GLORY, 
by Frank Hardy. 
Sphere Books, 672 pp, $1.90.
FROM T H E  T IM E  it h it the  headlines 
when its au th o r was prosecuted for 
crim inal libel, Frank  H ardy’s famous 
novel, Power W ithou t Glory, has con­
tinued to m ain tain  its extraordinary 
popularity . I t  is still, in  fact, in  the 
best-seller class, and it  is no t surprising 
th a t a new paperback edition  has been 
issued, w ith an excellent in troduction  
by Jack Lindsay.
T h e  story of how the book came to 
be w ritten  and of the legal process 
which followed its publication, is an 
epic in itself. Frank H ardy comes from 
a working class background and was 
well acquainted w ith the  illegal gam bl­
ing and sporting rackets w hich are so 
typical of the  A ustralian scene long 
before he conceived the idea of the 
novel. H e was also well aware of the 
connection betw een the  m en who con­
trolled these gam bling organisations 
and the  A ustralian Labor Party, m en 
who ruthlessly and unasham edly ex­
plo ited  the average working m an ’s 
n a tu ra l desire to  get a  b it m ore from 
his wages th an  they are norm ally w orth 
by m aking a few small bets.
T h e  central character of Power W ith ­
ou t Glory was a M elbourne m an, John  
West, a notoriously wealthy and  power­
ful en trepreneur in the tw in fields of 
sport and gambling, a m an  who had 
been governed all his life by an insati­
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able lust for power. L ater H ardy was 
prosecuted for libel, it being alleged 
th a t Jo h n  W est was in  fact a certain 
John  W ren.
To ob tain  m aterial for his novel, 
the au thor carried ou t an extensive 
program m e of research, m uch of it 
involving th e  detailed questioning of 
living persons. On m ore than  one oc­
casion his investigations exposed him  
to the risk of violence and even of 
sudden death. Even when he had  com­
pleted his m anuscript, he was faced 
with th e  problem  of getting it p rin ted  
and published, norm ally difficult 
enough, b u t in this case complicated 
by the h ighly libellous subject m atter 
of the book. B ut H ardy was almost 
fanatically determ ined to bring  his 
great opus to  the b irth , and w ith the 
help  of loyal friends and supporters 
he  succeeded in  doing so in August, 
1950.
Sales were fairly slow a t first, 
m ainly because, unless a commodity 
is extensively advertised, it takes tim e 
for its value to become known. H ow ­
ever, the novel received nationwide, 
and, in  fact, world wide advertisem ent 
when its au th o r was arrested for crim ­
inal libel. Sales figures m ushroom ed 
almost overnight.
T h e  au th o r could have been prose­
cuted for ord inary  civil libel and 
would almost certainly have lost the 
case. H ardy was in fact prosecuted for 
alleged crim inal libel of John  W ren’s 
wife. Jo h n  W est’s wife in the novel 
was driven to adu ltery  by a loveless 
m arriage, and  it was alleged th a t this 
libelled Mrs. W ren.
Conviction for crim inal libel, a rare 
action at any tim e, carries w ith it 
the possibility of a severe prison sen­
tence, and obviously this was what 
W ren and his supporters hoped for. 
In  the event, the savagery of this aim 
worked against W ren and for Hardy. 
I t  served to  rally to the  au th o r’s sup ­
p o rt all the  progressive forces in the 
nation , based on a solid core of work­
ers, trade  unions and intellectuals. 
F rank  H ardy was acquitted after a 
d ram atic  trial.
Power W ithou t Glory has u n d o u b t­
edly m ade a greater im pact and been 
m ore successful than  any o ther Aus­
tra lian  novel, both in  the country of 
its orig in  and abroad. W hy is this so? 
I t  is certainly no t because the book 
is a highly polished work of art. 
A lthough it is powerful, dram atic and 
exciting, it is in some respects a little  
crude and naive. But, as in  the case 
of m any another great novel, faults 
of style are only m inor flaws in  a 
work of otherwise outstanding q u a l­
ity.
T h e  fact is th a t Power W ithout 
Glory is a novel of exposure, revealing 
to the shocked and horrified eyes of 
its readers certain  scandalous aspects 
of A ustralian social and political life. 
It is no t that the average citizen did 
not know about these things, even 
if he  was only vaguely conscious of 
them  — corrup tion  and gangsterism in 
sport and gambling, bribery and cor­
ru p tio n  of police, courts and officials; 
the fact th a t the Labor Party  could be 
supported  by donations from the ty­
coons of gam bling and vice and that 
politicians could be no m ore than  
the  tools of such men. W hat the  book 
d id  was to recreate these things in a 
fictional form which presented them  in 
a new light and for the  first time 
m ade the  A ustralian public  conscious 
of their significance.
If it had  done no m ore than  this, 
it w ould have been no m ean achieve­
m ent. But the novel rises far above 
th e  level of the local and national. 
In  sum  and essence it typifies the 
power structure and corrup tion  of 
a whole society, the social order of 
capitalism , and it is this above all 
which has m ade the  book as in terest­
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ing to readers all over th e  world as 
it is to Australians.
A lthough m any of its characters and 
situations are draw n direct from life, 
it is a highly im aginative novel and 
no mere docum entary. As Jack Lindsay 
says in his introduction: . . H ardy 
succeeds in powerfully expressing the 
processes of social developm ent, not 
as abstract things, no t as a m ere 
background of the story, b u t as forces 
im bedded deep in the  sp irit of W est, 
his protagonist. T h is is w hat gives 
greatness to the novel. , .
‘‘T h e  novel itself and th e  circum ­
stances surrounding its conception, 
b ir th  and publication, m ake up  a 
singular unity, and even th e  reader 
whose political convictions are far 
from those of H ardy can hard ly  fail 
to be moved by such a tale  of ded i­
cation and its results, bo th  in  the 
world of action and th a t of lite ra ­
tu re .”
R a y  W il l ia m s
SEX AND POLITICS 
IN AUSTRALIA  
by Morris Revelman. 
Publicity Press, $1.35.
T H IS  BOOK would be em braced to 
the  bosom of Rene Descartes and his 
school of anti-em pirical rationalists. 
T h e  author is a seasoned exponent of 
the  arm chair-m ethod of political 
science. One settles in to  a com fort­
able arm chair, before a cosy stove, and 
gently muses about ‘‘If I were an 
average housewife, how would I vote?” 
W hat is incredible is no t so m uch 
th a t one should try to study the  world 
in  such a way, b u t th a t there  is a 
genuine, living, 20th century expon­
ent! Perhaps that's  it, perhaps i t ’s not 
genuine, perhaps i t ’s a colossally clum ­
sy send up w hich I have inanely 
missed? T hroughou t my in terp reta tion  
of the book as serious, I was plagued 
by the nagging suspicion th a t i t  m ust 
be satire, the au th o r cou ldn’t be ser­
ious; bu t w hat could i t  possibly be 
sending up?
T h e  entire book is a perpetration  
of an elem entary m ethodological b lu n ­
der — probably a result of the  above 
non-em pirical a ttitu d e  — the Verifi­
cation B lunder.
T he Verification B lunder consists 
of proposing a hypothesis, and then 
looking for instances w hich verify the 
hypothesis. T h u s in  the twenties some­
one proposed the hypothesis th a t sun­
spots cause economic fluctuations; a 
search revealed several instances of 
economic crises being preceded by sun­
spots, and thus the hypothesis is veri­
fied. T he fruitfulness of this m ethod 
was recognised by Karl Popper and 
others, who urged the search for falsi­
fying  instances. And the  sun-spots 
theory was abandoned shamefacedly 
as the list of economic crises which 
were not associated w ith  sun-spots 
grew and grew!
T his book is about th e  dom ination 
of A ustralian society by fem inists. 
Females in A ustralia have voted them ­
selves a set of laws w hich set them  
apart as a favored group, viz., divorce 
and m aintenance laws. T h ey  were able 
to gain this favored position by voting 
as a group for the party  w hich offered 
advantages to females. Upon this 
sub-thesis rests the  en tire  book; if 
the sub-thesis falls th e  m ain  thesis 
falls.
“T h e  laws became the  way they are, 
in  the first place, because the  p o liti­
cians sold your rights and liberties 
for the female votes, and the  judges, 
who are the  products of the  political 
and social system, have assiduously in ­
terpreted th e  laws to  favor the  fe­
males.”
T he argum ent to prove this sub­
thesis is, like the whole book, p a th ­
etically weak. T here  is of course no 
survey to  see how women do in fact 
vote, instead there  is an arm chair su r­
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mise. T h e  au th o r divides the elector­
ate in to  six groups:
(a) W orkers who are irrevocably 
com m itted labor voters;
(b) W orkers who are not irrevoc­
ably com m itted labor voters;
'(c) M anagers, etc., who consider 
themselves non-workers and vote 
anti-labor;
(d) D ependants of group (a);
(e) Pensioners;
(f) Owners of capital.
How does the f) group gain a po li­
tical m ajority , when the num bers of 
owners is obviously tiny  compared
to (a)?
T h e  capitalists obviously don’t get 
support from (a) .
G roup (b) is very small, and m ainly 
female, who pass in to  (d) w ithout 
having m uch opportun ity  to assist (f).
G roup (c) supports (f) bu t (c) is 
obviously num erically  small.
G roup (e) is m ainly of elderly peo­
ple who are already in  (a) or (d) ;
(e) is also num erically small anyway.
G roup (d) is num erically  large, fe­
m ale and no t directly employed. It 
m ust be from this group th a t the 
capitalists derive their m ajority.
Thus, the divorce and m aintenance 
laws which grossly favor women, were 
brought about by an  unholy alliance 
of wives and owners, for their m u tua l 
advantage.
T his argum ent will be shown to be 
invalid by the  following analogous 
argum ent w hich p u rp o rts to prove 
a false conclusion, viz., th a t the  L i­
censing Act which discrim inates 
against women by forbidding them  to 
d rink  in bars, was b rough t about by 
an  unholy alliance of m en and cap­
italists for th e ir m u tu a l advantage.
Let us divide the  electorate in to  six 
groups:
(a) W om en who drink;
(b) W om en who drink  only on very 
festive occasions;
(c) Members of Tem perance 
Leagues;
(d) H usbands/lovers of group (a ) ;
(e) Pensioners;
(f) Owners of capital.
H ow  does the (f) group gain a 
political m ajority, when the num bers 
of owners is obviously tiny com pared 
to (a)? T h e  capitalists obviously d o n ’t 
get support from (a).
G roup (b) is no t irrevocably com­
m itted , b u t is a small group.
G roup (c) will support the  C apita l­
ists and  vote for the Licensing Act.
G roup (e) is m ainly of elderly 
people who are already in (a) or (d);
(e) is also num erically small anyway.
G roup (d) is num erically large, m ale 
and no t im m ediately affected. I t  m ust 
be from this group th a t the Capitalists 
derive their m ajority.
So the  conclusion follows th a t women 
are voted ou t of bars by an unholy 
alliance of m en and Capitalists.
However this is of course false, as 
the num ber of men or women who 
voted for the  party  which d id  or 
d id  no t offer d rink ing  in  bars for 
women as a platform  plank is zero 
o r tiny. And parallel things are wrong 
w ith the  argum ent under review.
T h e  book is u tte rly  m isguided and 
worthless; I cannot recom m end it  to 
anyone, instead one is inclined to 
talk about wasting tim e on books 
which are rem arkable only for being 
published a t all.
C. D. St a r r s
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